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Imdagenes difundidas en internet no pertenecen a Galdpagos

Durante varias semanas circuld en internet, via correo electronico, fotos sobre la recolecta de
huevos de tortugas marinas en grandes cantidades en alguna playa del mundo.

Inicialmente, estas imagenes no especificaban el sitio de la recoleccidén, sin embargo, en los
ultimos dias, estas mismas imagenes han aparecido con el titulo “Espectaculo a nivel
mundial, esto pasa en Galapagos” atrayendo la atencidn de cientos de personas.

Referente a esto, la Direcciéon del Parque Nacional Galdpagos aclara que las fotografias
difundidas corresponden a la Playa de Ostional, en Costa Rica. Anualmente, arriban mas de
cincuenta mil tortugas marinas de la especie Golfina, cuya tasa de eclosidon es baja, debido a
qgue colocan nidos sobre nidos y la mayoria de los huevos no llegan a eclosionar. Por esto, el
Gobierno Costarricense ha permitido que se hagan estas colectas de huevos, a través de un
proceso participativo, asignando cuotas por personas.

En Galapagos, las tortugas marinas son especies protegidas. Su consumo, en cualquiera de
las etapas, esta prohibido. En los principales sitios de anidacion en el archipiélago, no existe
presencia humana. La principal especies que anida en las islas, es la tortuga verde (Chelonia
mydas), la cual estd monitoreada permanentemente por la DPNG. Esta medida de manejo ha
permitido el incremento de la actividad reproductiva de esta especie.
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Images circulating on the Internet were not taken in
Galapagos

Over the past several weeks, photos showing the collection of large quantities of sea turtle
eggs on an unidentified beach have circulated by e-mail.
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Initially, the collection site was not specified. However, during the last few days these same
images have appeared with captions indicating that this activity was taking place in
Galapagos.

The Galapagos National Park Service clarifies that the circulated photos were taken at Playa
de Ostional, in Costa Rica. Every year, more than 50,000 Golfina sea turtles arrive at that
beach. Hatch rates are low, because nests are laid one on top of another, making it
impossible for many of the eggs to hatch properly. Because of this situation, the Government
of Costa Rica has permitted the collection of eggs through a monitored process carried out by
carefully selected individuals.

In Galapagos, the sea turtle is a protected species. The principal species that nests in the
archipelago is the Green Turtle (Chelonia mydas). Its consumption—in any stage of its life
cycle—is prohibited. There are no human population centers near the principal nesting sites.
The GNPS conducts an ongoing sea turtle monitoring program which is believed to have
resulted in an increase in the reproductive activity of this species.
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